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BLACKSTONE FILES MINORITY REPORT 


IN ROOSEVELT’S TENANCY COMMITTEE 


W. L. Blackstone, representative 
.of the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union, has filed a minority re- 
port along with the majority re- 
port given to President Roosevelt 
__by the Special Committee on Farm 
“Tenancy. President Roosevelt add- 
ed Blackstone to the committee 
when the STFU demanded that 
the ee be given a 
voice. 

While the majority of the com- 
mittee did uot accept all the pro- 
posals made by Blackstone for the 
Union, it did recommend that 
civil liberties and the right to or- 
ganize be guaranteed to tenant 
farmers. 

Cases of Violence 

“Within the last few years,” 
said the majority report, “tenants, 
croppers and farm laborers have 

“Orgahized to méréasé thelr bar- 
gaining power. Members of these 
organizations assert that they have 
been frequently denied the rights 
of peaeeful assembly guaranteed 
them by the Constitution. They as- 
sert further that they have been 
subjected to physical violence and 
that scme have been forced to 
flee for their lives. 

It continued, “The Committee 
strongly recommends thai States 
guarantee to these groups to en- 
force the rights of peactful as- 
sembly and of organization to 
achieve their legitimate objec- 
tives,” 

Special Bureau 

Blackstone’s report proposed 
that federal agencies to remedy 
farm tenancy conditions be placed 
under a separate post in the cabi- 
net, instead of the Department of 
Agriculture which he described as 
“concerned primarily with the top 
third of the farmers in the coun- 
tr3”’ He urged also that a special 
bureau of the Department of La- 
bor he set up to handle landijord- 
tenant relations. Local admiinis- 
tration of relicf measures, he said, 
should be in the hands of persons 
sympathetic to the tenants, in 
contrast with the policy that has 
been followed in the past. 

While agreeing with some of 
the proposals for rehabilitation, 
the sharecropper representative 
pointed out that the rehabilitation 

_ loan program was not. enough. to 
solve the problem of tenancy and 
recommended that cooperative 
farm activities be pushed. 

“We believe,” he said, “that in 
the cotton Sovth the small home- 
stead visioned in many of the 
present proposals is an economic 
anachronism, foredoomed to fail- 
ure. We strongly dissent, there- 
fore, from the ‘small homestead’ 
philosophy-as the solution for the 


majority of the Southern agricui- 
tural workers.” 

It became known that several 
members of the Committee had 
attempted td strike out the sec- 
tion calling for the protection of 
civil liberties and the right to or- 
ganize. In a closed session of the 
Committee, Blackstone argued 
that the statement was far too 
weak and should be strengthened. 
He told his fellow-committeemen 
of his own experiences in Arkan- 
sas as an organizer for the South- 
ern Tenant Farmers Union. 

“As those who have been beat- 
en and. terrorized—and some of 
us forced to flee for our lives— 
in our struggle to pull ourselves 
up out of cur slough of misery,” 
he told them, “we know that a few 
words from résponsible Federal 
tutional civil rights would have 
helped in our past battles and wiil 
help in the ones we know are yet 
to come.” | 

Written Contracts 

Among the proposals of the 
committee endorsed by Black- 
stone were recommendations for 
written contracts to safeguard 
against the “crooked pencil” of 
landlords, the payment of tenants 
for improvements on the land, the 
extension of liberal credit to 
sharecroppers and farm tenants, 
and the abolition of the use of 
scrip and high- mperees commissary 
stores. 

President Rooseveit has recom- 
mended to Congress that action 
be taken on the report of the 
Farm Tenancy Committee. 
(The tull text of Blackstone’s minor- 
ity report urll be found on. page 3,) 


CONVENTION RECORD 


The stenographic record. of 
the Proceedings of the Third 
Annual Convention is now 
available in printed form, to- { 
fether with the full text of the 
resolutions, messages of greet- 
ing, and National Secrefary H. 
L. Mitchell’s report to the con- 
vention. Since the ‘National 
Secretary’s report can be ob- 
tained in that form, the VOICE 
is discontinuing its serial = 
ication. 

The of the 
in & 16-page pamphlet form, 
may be obtained at five cents 
a copy. 

Members of the Southern 
Tenant Farmers Union can ob- 
tain copies at 35 cents per COPY, | 
non-members at 56 cents, hy’ 
communicating with the gen- 
eral offices, Box 5215, Memphis. 


WELCOME 


delegates ‘at 


Odis L. Sweetien, secretary of the Oktuhoma Southern Tenant 
Farmers Union, who delivered the speech of welcome to convention 


National 
be celebrated from March-1 to 7 
it WAS OLLICIALLY 

anrounced in a 
nation - wide ra- 
dio broadcast by «Hi 
Norman Thomas 
on February 10. 
Howard Kester, 
member of the 
executive coun- 
cil of the STFU 
ig treasurer of 


KESTER 
the sponsoring committee. 
Calling upon his audience 
see to it that a kind of agricul- 
tural exploitation of human be- 


“to 


| 

ings,” which makes life in parts, 
Atnerica worse than life in 
some peasant communities of | 
Europe and Asia should at once! 
be ended,” he suid: “Join with us | 
in National Sharecroppers We ek! | 
Help support the Southern Ten- 
ant Farmers’ Union!” 
Mr: - 

chairman of the commitie@ ¢por-; 
;soring the event, 


sidney WHertz-, 


berg, of the Workers Defers. 
| League, is secretary, with offic s | 
‘nt 112 Kast 19th Street, New. York ] 


City. 

National sharecropp rsa VV i 
being #«nunsored 
Tenant 


js 
by the Southern 
Farmers Union anc 
Workers Defense League. Its pur- | 
ipose is to call atteation the | 


the 


Thomas -the ~henorary 


Norman Thomas Opens 
National Croppers Week 


Friends of the Southern Tenant! need for 
Farmers Union have organized a; to the problem of farm tenancy : 
Sharecroppers Week, to and to create nationwide 


« fundamental solution 


support 
for the STFU in its struggle for 
helter conditions 

Mass meetings ure being ar- 
ranged throughout the country to 
take place during ¢ week, and 
moving ‘preture films are being 
bring home 


hie 


used ty ne 


itinee ef heiping the sharecroppers : 


wih them freedom. 


NEW OFFICERS 


The followin ure the offi 
cors of the Southern Tenant 
Farmers Union,  loct«l by the 
Muskogee Convention: 

Butler and Me- 
Kinney were re-clecied Preal- 
dent and Vice-President. The 
national executive council re. 
‘appointed L. Mitchel? 
national secrotary, 

The members of the natiousl 
PLAC utlve counedl are. 


as 


“Swe Je Jobnse: axes. 


Wowerd A. Kester, Tennesses. 


| 


(> Woitfield, Missourt, 

Tureee Arkansas. 

Hseds, Arkaasas. 

VW. kstone, Arkansas. 
D. A. ffin, A-kansas, 
Odis “Sweeden, Oklahoma. 


Misslesippl. 


CONVENTION 


closed its sessions at Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, after demanding that 
the United, States government 
take steps to restore “land to the 
landless” and that it establish 
agencies for the protection of the 
rights of farm tenants and share- 
croppers. The convention lasted 
from January 1¢ to 17, 

The hundred and fifty delegutes 
who attended came 


Texas. They included in their 
number Negroes, whites, Mexicans 
and Indtans. 


speakers such ag Garduer Jack- 
son, of the National Committee 
for Rural and Social Plaoning, 
Walter \ White, ‘ot the 6 National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of 
Colored People, Prof, Cortes A. MM. 


of the University of Okljahoma, 
Oliver Peterson of the Workers 


and others, the delegates drew we 
their polictes, 


Land Program 


erument begin a program which 
i would “provide that all 
tillers of the soil be guarantescc 
possession of the land, cither as 
' working farm families or coopera- 
live associations of such farm 
families, #0 long as they oqeunt 
and use the land.” 

By resolution, they Meciared 
“since the organization of farm- 


i pose of owning land and ti ing 
the soi! together has heen found 
to be the only way of insuring to 
_ those whe actually work the land 
ithe full social value of all they 
|" produce, he it resolved that the 
Convention go on record as 
'voring the organization of pro- 


| ducers’ cooperatives’ They en- 
'dorsed the Delta ‘Cooperative 
| Farm at Hillhoune. Mies, 

Civil Liberties 


| Protection of the law for union 
organisers and the muintenanc: 


civil Hberties for sharecropper 


establishment of gpectal 


redus unter the various depart- 


ments ef labor instead de- 
partments of agriculture, to be 
‘ne needs of 
workers; ‘he aboiltfon of seplp 


and commissacy stores on plan- 
tations the requirement Be law 
of writien contracts between land- 
lord and tenant; ; 


Rind 
ment of the Soria! Seeurity Ag, 


(Cogtinuad on Page 3) 


| f 
f 


Ewing and Dr. Morris M. Bur, 


Education Bureau of the WPA,’ 


| Other resolutions demanded 


LISTS PROGRAM 


The convention of the Southern © 
Tenant Farmers Union, with a 
membership of more than 30,000, 


from six 
‘| states--Arkansas, Tennessee, Mis- 
sourl, Mississippi, Okjahoma anda 


After hearing distinguished 


They demanded that the gov- . 


ers into cooperatives for the pur- 


the 
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THE SHARECROPPERS VOICE 


two end 
a gioup of less than a 
dover bedragsied tenants and 
and colored 
--under th ‘friendly shade of: a 
faywering cottonwood tree down in 
the beavy eotton district of Ar- 
tances met to discuss ways and 
menns to get out from under the 


tyranny of eouthern wianter 


a half years } 


SHES 
LAHOMA 


iv/JOHN M. DENNEY 


erate Chairman, Oklahoma Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union 


Gradually thé conviction is 
growing that the remedy cannot 
be realized in any attempt te 
“remedy” the “evil” of the tenant 
system, but, on the contrary, the 
tenant system itself has grown 
intu an-evil—an evil that cannot 
be remedied and therefore must 
pe abolished. | 

The Southerm® Tenant Farmers’ 


mas ers, rule in turn by ay) even 
Catton. ‘here, 
tneru Ten- 
ant Warmers’ tf tion was born, At 


worse tyrant 


ag ty secident, the 


its third annual couvention, held 
it Ojdehoma, in Jan- 
vary of this vear mere than Lov 


auiherized delegates were in 
tendance, representing six south- 

ern states, including Oklahoma. 

The Southern Tenant farmers’ 

Union is firiniy established 

_as a national institution and takes 
its place smong the teaaing farm 

orzanizations in the United States. 

We believe that this phenome- 


nal growsch of the S TF U is due 


t4 its tim-etiness in jilling a 


great 
crowth of 
While the originat 
Union de 
the: “eur sole purpose in niiiding 


need In tie 
the coun‘ry 
documes:s of the 


the Southern Tenant Marmers’ 
Union is to secure’ better. living 


contracts 

ferm: labor 
and to help build a world wherein 
there will be no poverty and in- 


eonditions hy cecent 


and higher Wages for 


‘Union stands ready, eager, to co- 


opersic. We have not proposed, 
and do not now propose, confisca- 
tion of the land. We believe there 
is a better way, and during the 
present session of the State Leg- 
islature we in Oklahoma are doing 
our vest to aid in the sponsoring 
of legislation which will enable 
all tenants who so desire to be- 
come home owners, while at the 
sume time removing the 
from the deficit side of the land- 
lord’s ledger. ; 

To xccomplish this end we reai- 
ize that certain subsidies must be 


procured, but not necessarily in 


cash. Credits must be arranged. 
Our Union is just as determined 
ihnat the new land owning class 
seek lo establish in reasonable 
security shall not prosper at the 
expense of under-paid farm labor 
as it is determined toe end farm 
tenancy as such. We hold fast to 
the principle that our national 
prosperity and the security of al! 


classes Jepends upon the pros- 


security for those who are will- 
ius to work,” aad while we re- 
main true. to that goal, yet 
through the of the Union 
the nation has been awakened to 
the deplorable fact that this ten- 

ant sysicm in aiseif has contrib- 
? uted perhaps more than any one 

3 factor to the yeneral distress felt 
throughou’ agriculture, partyeu- 
Jarly in the south, not oniv as 

fecting tenants, snurecroppers and | 

lansr, but 
well, 

The sun 
Dixie, But 

economic 


activities 


arin and owners as 


does shine—-in 
clouds, too, 
StOrmMs. 


really 
there sre 
Southern 


arity and seeunty 


#iqual Protection 


As a beginning, to thid’ end, we 
shall offer a bill putting all farm 
workers under the State Depart- 
ment of Labor. This will give 
farm labor eyual protection with 
that now enjoyed by industria! 
‘labor. We ask public support of 
this pill. 

We shail also insist upon hb- 
eral provisions for the establish- 
ing of co-operative farms. Tndi- 
vidual private ownership and op- 
eration of farms has, over a long 


cotton growers nave, fike the} 


feudal lords of tne middie ages, 
g de.peratel:--to production 
metheds closely approximating 


that of the feuGal order, resulting | 
in a form of stavery for southern | 
farm tabor in many respects more | 
eruciing than that 
by teudal serfs or 


experie 


aves 


: 
‘This condition “ame ahout 


by | 
as a result cit \ 
in other in ry. 
the: cotton 


Wa ra. 


achine p 
even 


Country farther 


- 


Trial fer 


National FARM 
HOLIDAY NEWS | 


Regular 21.50 per yr. 


talked of ‘re toAay Parmers 
“ficial, organ of National Farmers 
Molidev association, are oon 
aPen aetion 
farm tenancy, tordcns 


fot retief The 
New. a weekiv. rewsvene: of setios 


12 Weekes for 


New Readers Offer 


O. Bex 2398, 
Miancsvis 


-oduction | 


wWeste- | 


period of years, proved inadequate 
for-the farming popula- 

ition. As reliable statistics have it, 
farm tenancy in nited States 
steadily iuncredsed from 26 per 
cent in 1886 to 42 per cent in 
1930. During the same vertod farm 


mortgages increased to almost the 


proportion, while in Okla- 
farm. tenancy itnereased 


ifrom 44 per cent in 1900 to 6] per 

ent in 1936. 

We of the FU propose 
operative ownership and operation 
| of large-scale farm projects, 
;choosing Jands most adapted to 
such projects and using modern 
inachmery forthe cultivating and 
‘eathering of the crops. 


There is-such-a project in op- 


eration in central Mississippi, 
known as the “Delta” Co-opera- 


| 
i tive, Dlans are under way speedily 
‘a build another such co-operative 
iat Stick, Oklahoma. 

These co-operatives, however, 
are being supported with funds 
independent’ sources, “not 
sufficient to set up the whole 
of co- 
will be one 
of cur immediate undertak ings to 
Jeet public support for such proj- 
-ects for all farmers in Oklahoma 
‘who Wish to participate. 


pom urls ation in the. business 


operative farming, It 


! 
i 
‘ 


jJand} 


Program 


RESOLVED, That the 


| 1. Protection in our 
right to organize. } 
| 2. That farm iabor be 
boards of control designed 
houses for transient and. 


books and school buses. 


from .whatever cause, 
vailing union wage. 

while making a crop, with 
whom they 
prevailing 

tenants and 
rent free for the growing 


ing lands for pasture. 


y 7. Finally, 


Convention Adopts’ 


Southern Tenant Farmers’ 


3. Regulation union hours for all riiral workers; 
momhs schoo! for all rural children, with free text 


$. Pensions of Sd0 a month for all workers over 
65,.and fer ail adult workers incapacitated for work, 


>. That the W.P.A. shall be made a permanent 
nstitution to provide steady work for all unemployed 
persons, and that the wages paid ~— equal the pre- . 


6. A rental contract with land owners providing 
that tenants and sharecroppers shall be furnished 
cash at legal rates of inte 


iheir needs and selling their produce where and to 
riay choose; that they shall be paid the 
raie of wages for improvements made on 
the land owners’ property; 
shall furnish adequate houses for the families of their 
sharecroppers, 


and with free access to woodlands for fiel and graz- - 


i co-operative commonwealth, free 
from the curse of poverty and insecurity. 


Statement 


following program for the 
Union be adopted: 
natural and constitutional 


given representation on all” 
to aid agriculture. 


local rural workers; nine 


> 


rest lo supply their needs 
the privilege of buying for 


that the property owners 


with a portion of land 
of gardens and food stuff, 


the. area affected by. the super- 
flood of 1937, the Southern Ten- 
ant Farmers Union swung prompt- 
ly into action by sending flood 
bulletins to its locals and co-op- 
erating with Red Cross officials 
‘in relief work. 
Union members proudiy wear- 
ing their STFU buttons, plunged 
into the 
the levees, and contributed to- 
ward averting what might have 
been at even greater catastrophe. 


leave their homes because of the 
high water and teke shelter in 
the refugee camps throughout 
Arkansas and in Memphis. 

In some piaces, like Edmendson 
and Louise, Ark., the planters re- 
fused to let people move out and 
kxept their household goods, even 
though they had already moved 
their mules to higher ground. 

Truck drivers f*om Memphis, 
who were hired to move share- 
epoppers’ goods, were turned hack 
py riding-bosses and planters at 
the point ef a gun when they at- 
tesipted to reach the cabins. 

Letters from union men through- 
out Arkansas told of living in 
their homes.while the flood waters 
crept in. 

“We moved our bed upstairs to 
the small room,” wrote one from 
Trumanno, Ark. “and “we siept 
there. The water was eight inches 
deep in one reom and six inches 
déep in another reom. My wife 


kitchen we waded around in eight 
inches of water ard cooked and 
ate nur” nienls- there.” We raised 
our heating stove with bricks and 
built the fire and fioated 
chunks to put our feet on.” 
In Missouri 

The blasting of the New Madrid 
fuse-plug washed away the homes 
of scores of Union’ members 
around Charleston, Mo. with the 
result that the Missouri Council 
of the STFU adopted the follow- 
ling resolution: 


work of strengthening | 


Large. numbers were compelled to) 


and J had on hip boots. In the | 


SUPER-FLOOD DRIVES THOUSANDS — 
- OF UNION MEMBERS FROM HOMES 


With 15, 000 of its members in | 


“Whereas the United States gov- 
ern eat on January 26 blasted 
the levee reieasing the Ohio flood- 
water into the spillway in inte 
we lived and swept away our} 
| cabins, taking our household goods 
and drowning our poultry and 
livestock *and carrying off our 
farming possessions such as im- 
plements, feed and seed, 

“Be it resolved. that we, the 
members of the STFU and other 
refugees, will not attempt to re- 
turn to the spillway from which 
we came unti! the following con- 
ditions are met: 

“We 
raising corn on a 50-50 basis and 
cotton on a 50-50 basis, that we 
as sharecroppers be allowed the 
privilege of owning hogs, cows 
and poultry, and that we be given 
sufficient land for truck and gar- 
dens free of rent. We demand 
sanitary houses and outhouses, 
with screens on doors and win- 
dows. We demand adequate cash 
furnished at a legal raté of in- 
terest, with the privilege of trad- 
ing where we please.” 

Members of the Delta Coopera- 
tive Farm, at Hililhouse, Miss., 
proved once more that coopera- 
tion was the better way of life. 
When the flood threat came, the 
women and children were imme- 
diately moved to the Rust Cotton 
Picker .plant in Memphis, 


demand the privilege of: 


A 


A man who stands alone : has 


man who stands together with 
30,000 of his brothers has the 
Strength of 30,000. That is the 


reason for unions. 


The stronger our union is, the 
Stronger we are. We must build 
the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union so that we can have the 
power which comes from greater 
numbers. 


Just as a chain is no stronger 
than its weakest link, our Union 
cannot be stronger than the locals 
which are its links. We must be 


keep our local healthy and alive, 
with all the members standing 
together as brethers and sisters, 
fighting for the welfare of all. 
To keep your iocal as a- solid 
unit of the Southern. Tenant 
Farmers Union, you must be sure 


a local does not meet, it is dead. 
There is no union unless there are 
meetings, and there cannot be any 


present. 
A Momber’s Duty 


Your first duty under your 95b- 
ligation as a union member is to 
attend your meeting. Nothing 
should keep you «way from the 
company otf your srothers and 
sisters who are makiny sacrifices 
for the same things you want-—a 
better life, a chance to live in 
jcomfort and decency. When you 


know that there is to bé a mect- 


wil) be there. 


%, - 


At the meetings. you will find 
that the members discuss the 
things that are troubling them. 
The Union is the place to bring 
your 
to find a way out all by yourself, 
you have only your own thoughts 
to help you. But if you: bring 
them to the local, you will have 
the benefit of the thoughts of 
other foik. Many heads are alwa 
better than one. 
That is snother reason for Un- 
ions. They mgke it possible for 
one person to get the advice of 
others. 

Our local 
very 


should he 
conducted. They 


carefully 


should be interesting and impres- 


Sive so that the members will 
want to come back to the next. 
It is up. to every member to see 
to it that he does his share in 
making the program of the meet- 
ing pleasant and interesting to 
his Union brothers and sisters. 

Do your share for the Unien, 
and the Union will be the greatest 
blessing to you. By building the 
Union, we, are building our own 


life. 


READ ee @ 


| 
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very careful, therefore, that we 


that you attend its meetings. If . 


meetings unless the members are 


trouples. If you are trying — 


only the strength of one. But a - 
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majority of the Committee. In setting forth these observa- 
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THE Sh ARECROPPERS’ VOICE 


The folloseing ts the text of the minoriiy report of HW. L. 
Blackstone, representing the Southern Tenant: Farmers’ Union 
on President Roosevelt's Special Conmittee on Farm Tenancy: 

As representative of the Southern Tenant Farmers’ 


Union on the. President’s Committee on Farm Tenancy j 


I wish that I might unqualifiedly endorse the report of | 


that committee. | speak for our Union in saying that we 


deeply appreciate the earnestness with which members} 
of the Committee have. approached the problem. There 


especially the analysis of the problem. Racher than list- 
ing our agreement in detail we confine ovr observations 
to a few major points on which we disagree 


is much in the report with which we thoroughly concur, | 
| 


with the 


tions we do not believe we can be accused of making 
undue claims when we state that we workers in the 


fields, through our unions, through our strikes and 
through our 4villingness to stand'-up against beatings, 
espionage and all manner of terror in our fight to im- 
prove our shamefully depressed conditions have brought 
the attention of the country to our problems and led to 
the appointment of the President's Committee. As the 
specimens now under the microscope (and the presumed 
beneficiaries) we. ought to know better than others what 
is wrong with us and our situation. 

Our first major point of, disagreement with the recom- 
nendations of the report is its proposal that the Farm 
Security Administration and the Farm Security Cor- 
poration be placed ucder.the Department of Agricuiture, 


with the Secretary and Under-secretary as two members | 


of the proposed hoard of five. We note with interest and 
hope recent speeches of Secretary Wallace in. which he 


states that the Department of Agriculture has Heretofore: 


throughout its history been concerned primarily with the 
top third of the tarmers in the country and that it must 
turn its atiention to the others. from now on. But our 
experience has been such that we cannot believe: the 
Department of Agriculture will be able in any near future 
to remave itself from domination by the rich and large 
Jand owning class of farmers and their political pressure 
lobbies. The county agricultural agent, often paid in part 
by charabers of commerce or the Farm Bureau Federa- 
tion, is » symbol of such domination. 
our jnabilitv in the days 


We recall vividly 
of the AAA to get adequate 
redress of our grievances as to the disposition of benefit 
payments and as. te dispossessing us from our sligt rf foot-_ 
evidence of these violitimts”’ was in the nae of the AAA. 
Very Uttle was done about it, to say asthing of any 
genuine attack on the problems of agricultural iabor. 
We consequently strongly urge that the Farm Security 

Administration and its operating corporation be estab- 
lished as an independent Federal agency and that tenants, 
sharecroppers and farm workers be given representation 
on the cenirai boerd of centyrol. 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

As a direct corollary of the above suggestion we urge 
that a special bureau or division of the Department of 
Labor be established te bring to bear the invesugating, 
reporting and concifiathd g services-of the Department in 
the field of agricultural labor, sharecropping and tenancy 
where the latter falls within a degree of insecurity mak- 
ing the ten: int virtual lyon a par with the wage laborer. 
Such services by the Depariment of Labor could and 
should be of great aid to the proposed Farm Security 
Administration while tC is working cut its program. Tenant 
farmers, croppers and farm workers, shifting back and 
forth from one class to another---though mostly in the 
dircction of the latter class as the report shows—--are very 
much in the same category as industrial workers whe. 
because they do not possess the tools and. equipment 
essential for industrial enterprise, must work in factories 
ov ued by others. Andvas the Department of Labor repre- 
sents the industrial worker instead of the Department of 


Commerce which soeaks for business and industry, «o 


the Department of Labor should represent agricultural 
workers rather’-than the Department of Agriculture 
which serves the land owning farmers. : 


BLACKSTONE’ 
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REPORT 


workers involved as Compared with the number of land- 
lords and land owners. That clearly would be in keeping 
‘| with true democratic. processes. 
: Related to the foregoing recommendations is our con- 
tention that the section on civil liberties is not adequate. 
PE AO a “SSS) | As those who have been beaten and terrorized (and some 
. of us forced to flee for our lives) in our struggle to pull 
ourselves up out of our slough of misery we know that 
a few words from responsible Federal officials on behalf 
of our constitutional civil rights wouid have helped in our 
battles and will help in the ones we know are yet to 
come, The problem should not be passed over to the 
states so lightiy. We believe firmly, in this connection, 
that the report’ should contain a positive statement that 
the program will be administered without discrimination 
as to race, religious or political- affiliation or organiza- 


consistently been discriminated against we have reason. 
to feel deeply the need of such a statement in the report. 

While heartily concurring in the objectives of that 
section of the report advocating’ continuation of the re- 
habilitation loan program carried on by the Resettlement 
Administration we believe that a continuation of the pro- 
gram of grants is also necessary, especially for those 


3 | - ‘lof cur members who have been washed out by the flood. 

W. L. Blackstone, r Spreneaes of -_ Southern Fenant) om. fact is that thousands of our members have never 

Farmers Union on President Roosevelt's Special Commit-| oj od the benefits of the rehabilitation program, partly 
tee on Farm Tenancy. Blackstone (seated at the right) is; 


| due to discriminatory action against them because of 
explaining his position to other members of the Com-| union membership and partly the 
mittee. 


selective method of choice of the beneficiaries. The re- 
habilitation program seems to us the heart of the pro- 

We believe the report should affirmatively recommend |? posed measures and must be administered on the basis 
that the Wagner Labor Relations Act be amended to} of those who need it most. It will, if thus administered, 
include agricultural labor in its provisions and likewise | Keep the mass of the axricuitural dispossossed going while 
the Social Security Act. The report as it stands] other methods are trie out. 


merely COOPERATIVE ACTIVITIES 


in this convection we believe the report's references 
to cooperative activity are wholly inadequate. They seem 
only incidental, almost accidental. We believe that in the 
settlement Admiinistration and the AAA has proved to cotton the ‘small Homestead vinioned in many of 
us that any program will fai! unless the Federal admin- | ithe present proposals isan economic anachronism, fore- 


istration exercises strong eaough ALG Selects | to fatlure We strongly dissent, therefore, from 
local agents sympathey 


them into effect. 
ington ww. Be hal 


Savs that serious cofisideration should be given 
to such proposed amendments 

Of primary importance do Wwe 
local administration under the 
Administration. 


consider thé question of 
propos¢d Farm Security 
But our experience under both the Re- 


pnough with ita volicies tr vo 


” beer jinaje ity of the southern agricultural workers, It is. the 
rave’ not been 


harraless from thelr 
generstions of 
in the south 


talized 


point of view. It runs contrary to 
experience of croppers and farm workers 
experience which, we believe, could be capl- 


in cooper: ative effert un ler enlightened Federal 
SUPE rVISION., 


While appreving 


complaints were made 
have thereafter bec mn meted cut to the complatnants, The 
county agent, as indicated before, is, generally speaking, 
the servant of the land owning. ana business interests 
from whom he gets a targe portion of bis pay rather thau 


In numerous instanecs penalties 


ants, croppers and agris ultural workers we believe that 
more coperete proposals for immediate action in spread- 
ing these facilities could aad should be made, 

We are naturally strorg in our conviction that the 
report soul? contain a seetion endorsing the unioniza- 
tion of these workers tn the fielA-as a means of providing 
an instrumentality through which ali the Abjectives ex- 
pressed in the report can beat be obtained, 


unionization can will be 
utained and that only ship-eand the 

local agents affirmatively sympathetic to its purposes will terruent | | : 

be appointed to the end that 1 may not be rendered futile} fy concluding we cannot reftain from expressing oui 

through the political pressure of the land owning’ and! 


approval of those 
husiness interests. 


areas where there are-jarge bother of agricultaral labor 
such as the Pacific Coast with its large fruyt and vege- 
table operations, the best fields cf Colorade, Wyoming 
Nebraska and other beet-growing Stites, the onton fields 
of Ohi ind elsewhere, the 


yteus fields of Texas and 


MJorida 
We earnestly believe the repert should include, there 


fore, an 


for through 


assurance that 
ineguivocal assurar deveioped responsible 


strict Federal control, 


leuder- 
of the Proposed program will be ma 


sections of the report seeking 


‘and of the beneficiaries getting into mort- 
| or other speculative hands, especially the 
forty-year lease provision’-sections which the Ameriean 

vehemently opposes. The ear- 
the rmanjority of the committee has 
approached the land speculation problem and the problem 
ae the price of agricultural commodities is a cause for 
-the first time such a Proposal encouragement. We feel, however, that there should bave 
has ever been made officially —we feel strongly that the, been «a sanoubt of thought and study given to the 
report should specify that representation on these local; problem of marketing and distribution because we believe 


boards (presumably county) should be tm proportion to) the fatter ts quite aa prime 


TENANT REPRESENTATION 
Stermming directiv: fram the 
recommendation that the 


pre ont tive 


above suggestion our 
sec (ion des uing with local bow ds 
of arbitration on tenant-landiord relationships be modi- 
fied While we welcome the proposal that tenants be rep- 
resented on these hoarus 


Burean F 
pestness with which 


A. fuctor in gweneral farm 


the numbers of Lenants, share ec and agricults ral conditions 


~ 


candidate 


CONVENTION | 


(Continued from Page 1) 
even though inadequite in its pre-| Robert F 
visions, to includé ‘farm ae many 


and sharecroppers, * 


‘oth ers, 


Telegrains of greeting were re- : 
ceived by the convention from | 
William Green. president of the | 

i 


American Federation of WLabor. Henry A. Wallace, & 


John L. Lewis, ghairman of the} Agriculture, geys. the American | * 
Committee for Industrial Organi-| people ought to t@ ashamed of 
zation, 


Norman Thomas. former! conditions 


TENANCY SHAMEFUL, 
WALLACE WRITES: 


Secretary of Hie [ as tha of t hye 


As comn price and 


for President of tne; workers live. In a | | 

| United States, Henry A: W allace,j article, he 
Secretary of Agpicuiture, Will We 
ors Gerald P. Nye! S 
vagner, Hugo U. Black 


writes: 
“Y am tempted to say that | 4 andy 4 
y that one-" Building Trades Central success and the qreates' 
third of the farmers of the United | 
tates live under conditions which | 
pare so worse thar the peas 


ls Laber Council hope for a better living stand 
: 


ple aft ihe 


United States should 


be thoroughly asnamed 


of the firs j 

bring this group ap to & level as 


Texas City Central | 


ony 
problems iy to 


KENOSHA TRADES & 


peasantry of. 


‘ur Lab or Union LABOR COUNCIL 
which farm TENANT FARMERS’ UNION. NY, ‘RENOSI 


tional membership. As membera of a Union which has 


“Smal fihilosophy. as The solution for the 


earried ont. Com-! | 
7 readily accepted by the present landlords because 
Slaints made by our people to Washington have been 7 


they know it to be retatively ineffective and consequently’ 
turned over to the offictals in the field against whom the; 


serven of the mass o the peopie In the- farraing 7 

th 3 t } il du: i} al aith facilities among the ten- 

reas. This is particular'y tcue in-the south and in the 


to pull together for yet- 
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‘cided to lake over the factories. 
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THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE 
President's Committee or 
age to Congress do not say all 
that should be said. Nevertheless, the Southern Tenant 
farmers Union considers ita step forward that (he problem 
tenaney sholld be placed before public attention. 
This step forward would tever heen ace ‘omplishe d, 
however, orf were fot be the tivity of the Union in de- 
manding justice for the slaves of iting Cotton. 


The report of the 
andy and the Presidents mes: 


W.L. Blackstane fo the Commuaitter, and it was his 
at the meetings that compelled the conunitteenten to face 
the rcal problems involved. Fs 


presence 


Union, much of what they ecide ‘do was due directly 
Blackstone’s coutributrons of information on the basis of 
his own life-long experience. 
Our fight for a decent ite 


3s not over. No qiaiter what 
Congress and however helpful i 
night be, shareeroppers and tenants realize that their real 
protection come fram their own organizedssirength-- 
the Seuthern Tenant Farmers Union. | 
The report of. the Comnnttee and the President’s imes- 
sage to Congress are new victories\for the colton-teld work- 
ureater victories yet lo be won. They will 
im greater and greater as the S: outhern Tenant 
Farniers Union grows stronger and stronger. 


COMIC 


SEVENTY YEARS TOO LATE 


“fi orly ‘Act res and a Mule” is the dream of the miilions 
of sharecroppers and cther farm laborers of the South, states 
a contemporary of ours, The Southern Farm Leader, organ 
of the Louisiana Farmers’ Union and the remnants of. the 
Shareeroppers Union. | 


We chailenge this statement, on several counts. First, 
ii has een the ‘consistent poliey of the Southern Tenant 


Marmers’ Coton and its membership to look ahead, to judge 
the future by the past. We know that when the Negroes 
were given their so-called treedum, freedom to starve or find 
another master, there were serious proposais to re-establish 
the landless freed men on the. small farms by giving them 
forty acres and a mule. - Northern industrialists were ready 
to give a pseudo-freedom to Negroes in order to. ereate 2 
reserve of labor for exploitation, bul they weren't prepared 
to go so far as to confiscate Uie laid of their late enemies in 
the Civil War. Tt might have werked two ways had they! 
begun such a scheme. Northern workers might have de- 
As a resull, nothing was 

done. | 

g Uaee more this same proposal has come up, bui it is 
Seventy years too late’ We know the history of the er 
farmer, how today he is almosi a thing of the past. Land 
holdings have been increased. Small armers ware driven Lo 
the wail not only in the South, but all over 
fits per cent of the land is owned by absentee owners, and 
nearly all the rest is heavily m: origaged. If we advocated 
such a proposal we would be trying to turn back the hands 
of time in an advancing civilization. But the only way out 
is to {nd new methods, such us large-seale cooperative 
farming. 

The sPFU is an ageney whereby the people themselves 
c2n find w way. We. do not believe that our people, who 

are conscious of thei strength and are fast becoming aware 
a. changing conditions, wish fo become peasants ‘tied down 
tothe son with a subsistence. Our people-want land, 
if is true, bul we also wani more than land. that security of 
tenure, those good things of life. the necessities as well as 
the juxuries, that can come from cooperative enterprise, We 


Wil not ack ‘ept half-way measures. We ask. of America the 
Tight to share in a more abund: int Life, 


» 


SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS’ UNION, 
Box 5215, Vem phis, Tenn. 


Piease teil me hew | can join the Union 


N At Ni 


‘arm Pen- 


lt was the 
pressure of the that resulted in th e appotnimient of 


ven theugh the m: ol 
the committee refused to aceepi all of the proposals of the’ 


‘amended to 


< 


HERO OF THE STFU 


By John Henry 


tombstone 
Qver Frank Weeros’ grave, 
If the planters only would tell us 


Where he was laid. 
The planters and thugs badly 


peat bim 
And laid him in a store 
But where he was removed to 
is what we'd hke,to know. 
| weritt Curlin said that Weems 
In two d&ys he’d produce. 
But we all know by this time 
He didn’t tell the truth. 


Over his disappearance, the STFU 
And sympathizers have mourned. 
The thing that grieves us so bad 
We know not where he is gone. 


The SPU cannot help but grieve 
Over a hero fost, 

A man who fought for the right, 
Regardless of what it cost. _ 
The STFU needs more Weems 
who for suffering 

Wumanity their lives would give. 
Frank Weems’ body is dead now, 
i Vet ferever he will live. 


The loss of a real union meniber 
Makes all of us feel sad, 

But anybody for. a 
CAUSE, 

His death is not “really bad. 


DEMAND CIVIL RIGHTS 
FOR SHARECROPPERS 


Tne Workers Defense League, 
official defense 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union, 
| expressed keen disappointment, in 
statement issued by Aron 3. 
Gilmurtin, executive secretary, at 
the faiiure of PresidentRoosevelt 
to urge action on his Farm Ten- 
ancy Committee’s references to 
the violation of civil liberties in 
the cotton fields of the South. 

“Legislation aiong economic 
lines is doomed to failure unless 
+the tent. is siven the rights and 
privileges Que bim as a worker 
and a human being. Without these 
rizhts, the rel 
nias- 


landlord-ten ont 
tionship wil remain that af 
ter and slave. It is a bad sign 
that neither the President. nar bis 
commitiee considered the sugges- 
tion of W. L. Blackstone,-that the 
Wagner Labor Relations Act be 
include within its 
| scope ugricuitural labor.” 


ADDRESS... 


The STF would like to put 2 


agency of the 


_ This picture shows sheep being led to the slaughter. Human beings do not allow themselves 
to be driven like sheep. That is why sharecroppers and tenant farmers are joining the Southern 


Tenant Farmers Union. If you are not a member yet, fill out the —— on this page ane mail 
fo the national office of the Union: 


the 


Congratuiation 
tion. Since our ‘detent has re- 
turned hack and brought the good 
news of the good speakers, it has 
encouraged me and others to 


Editor: 


to reli the union on, in spite of all. 

I was sure sorry that I was 
unable to be there myself. 
prayed for the success of the 
meeting and I believe that the 
Lord heard my prayer. and is go- 
ing to give the victory to the 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union. 

I aro duing all 
to men and women to come and 
join the union because I think 
there is justice and freedom in 
the union, what we 
received until present. I huve 
lived forty-nine years of my ‘life 
‘under the press of injustice and 
I do hope that my children will 
not have to live under it the 
same as'I did. 

We have no schoal-house at all 
and where there is a school-house 
it is five miles to six, and no con- 
venient way for them to get there, 
and it seems hard. For the better- 


jmment of 


on the conven- 


pregs that much harder. We mean 


But 


can in pleading | 


have never 


our condition we are 
Jooking to the union. 

I am closing, saying from the 
depth of my heart, press on. For 
the victory is ours. 

OWN’. WILLIA MS. 
Local 122. 


To the Editor: . 7 
We have lost one ‘cf ouf mem- 
bers, Brother Virg>s Cooper, who 
departed this iife on December 
10, 1936. ‘The funeral was con- 
ducted by Rev. QO. Ee Edwards at 
St. Mark’s Baptist Church. 
Brother Cooper left a-wifée and 
two daughters, two sisters and 
one brother and host of relatives 
and friends to mourn their loss. 
Sleep on, dear brother. It is 
e€arth’s loss. We hope it is Heav- 
en’s gain. 3 
JANES BECTON, 
Secretary, Local 111. 


REFUGEE LOCAL 


A Refugee Local has been 
formed in Memphis, consisting 


mostly .of Onion members who 
have been foreed te leave Arkan- 
sas during the past year. 


Farmers Union. 


less they 


their standard of living. 


ereaniz: Hon an ‘the 


the North. 


their fair demands. 


bor and fo 


have been ! 
and the 


Trade unionists all through the country 
themselves can be the victims of unbearable conditions ui- 
‘an help the farm workers of the South to improve 
They know that industrialists, 
looking for cheap labor, arg taking advantage of the lack of | 
‘Seuth to beat down the of. 


“NATIONAL SHARECROPPERS WEEK 


From March 1 to 7, labor groups and chureh organiza- 
lions will celebrate National Sharecroppers 
purpose of educating the American people to the truth about 
conditions in the cotton fields of the South and of raising 
funds to hel p earry on the work of the Southern Tenant 


Week, with the 


know that they 


Religious groups inaet that if justice is to be done tha 
sharecroppers and tenant farmers must be organized to win 
They realize that the plantation system 
is a wrong Jone to inillions of; human beings. 

That is why all of these g 
National Sharecroppers Week—for the protection of all -ta- 
the defense of justice. 


Sups are working together in 


approve offthese ideals will take part in the activities th: at 
ranged by the Southern Tenant Farmers Unioy 
‘ers Defense League. 


Men and women who 
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